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Coke comes to
India
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Foreign
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Coke leaves India
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1993

Coca-Cola
re-enters
India after
government
approval

1989

Pepsi approved
to re-enter India
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Once a suceessiul weaving village
10,000/ villagers

Potteny marking and! farming are: other means) of
ivelineed i thetvillage

D

In comes
Coca-Cola






Main Issue: Coca-Cola
USes at least 500,000
Iters; eii groundwater per
day,

Other Issues
x |llegal occupation of land

s [exic wastes dumpeadiin
suUrrounding areas ruining
fields

x Vielatiens — stamipr duty.
and laboer laws




I Met with Kalyan Ranjan;, Senioxr Vianager, Deepak Jolly, -
VP, PUIIC Attairs;, anal 6; others Coca-Cola
fepresentatves — June 1s; 2007



Believe that: Coca-Cola has gone abeyve
and heyona their respensibilities

Created empleyee Werkareups

Proetest moevements are instigated by,
eutside greups

Saldl that 865% ofi the Water hias heen
eplenished and By 2009, 100% ofi Walter

wWill*loe



Natienalistic
PEecalse: Fhums Up
IS #1

Skirted around
direct guestions
WHEN We asked
them

Toeldius te visit the Mehdigan] plant When
We Were there




Lok Samiti
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Lok Samiti performing before a village meeting

Greup! e dynaamic youin

Literal meaning: Peeple’s
Committee

Inspired by Jayprakash
INarayan

Embedded i the cammunity.
Mediate preblems.

Organized a Peopler’s
Moevement against Coca-Cola
When| they found eut the
damage that therplant was
doing

INOW, they: are part ofi a
woerldwide mevement
protesting| Coeca-Cola.



Lok Samiti

Lok Samiti also performs
plays for villagers
depicting common
problems that they face.
This can range from
caste, to women
Inequality, to the issue
with Coke. Their
Intention is to have the
audience realize what the
current issues are help
them find ways to
resolve those problems.



Our Experience with Lok Samifi

Iireated as firiend's and net
VISItors.

DIdRft aceept meney, anad
financed by thelr gratitude.

Despite moaest
Packgreunds;, they: have
PEEn anle te make a
natienal and mternatienal
Impact

Sincere and dedicated —
could leavervillage for nigh-
pPaying Jels; but dor not

50% Wwemen and 50% men
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Rakesh, Sowmya, Rahul and Ayesha with Lok Samiti’'s Nandlal Master (middle)




Factory Visit

Taking Up M. Jolly’s. oy e )
offer, we hiked 3 km e “i““m !

Lo ther factory it thanda Jigo than
[Denied access, into mC\@
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flactony g
Called Kalyan —aid B aa
n Ot h el p InSPIRErénts Rakesh and -Sowmy;n -f-r(;nt of the géted Coke factory

Guard teld us that plant Was) net operating, even
theugh we couldisee that It was



The Movement - Mehdiganj

Januany 2004 — 500 march agaimst Coca-
Cola at Word SecialfEertm

November 2004 — 1000+ peaceful
protesters are attacked by poelice eutside
the plant inrViehdigan]

Januany 2005 — Over 500 communiity
MEMBErS marchl te, condemni the: vielence

June 2006 — 3 month vigiliin frent of
plant aleng wWith' RURGEN strke

September 2006 — 3 week “Water Rights” ©
march to el r

June 2007 — Over 200 protested 1 frent
of Varanasi's DVI's, ofifice




The Bigger Issue

Water Privatization

\Whoese water Is; It?

IS It okay/ for Water e e
pPeLght and seld?

Or dees the water belong to the
community wherlives there anad
Whe has been safeguarding i
oK generations?

Lok Samitif believes water
PEIGNQS to the people; and
therefore I1s pushing fier ALL
potting plants | India to’ close
down



TThe Movement - Worldwide

- NYU

- Rutgers University
- College oif DuPage
- Univ. ofi Guelph

IHas been aceused of killing Unien Ieaders
I Columbia

IHave Infiringed upon Water Hghts of
communities all ever the world

Benefiting| firam; child lanor in El' Salvador

Several universities i selidarity. have
panned Coca-Cola products Including:

- Michigan

- Santa Clara URiversity
- Smiiuh College

- Swarthmore College



More quesiions?

Check out these: sites for more! Information:
n Attp://MaaEindiaresource.org

s http://Ma.studentsagainstsweatshoes. 0rg/decs/cokeunit
edpuklication:. paf

At/ Killerceke.com
s Nttp:// MWW tsl pemoena.edu/index: phprarticle=1428
2 IRSPIRE @ Waww:stummeinindia.org



hittp://mews.bbe.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/3125520.stm
nttp://\Www. ashianet.org/austin/mehdigan|/visit_reports/shira_weli 2003 0
4. html

htp://Wwaw. theseuthasian. erg/archives/2006/a_letter firem_coke_and a re
ply.html
Btp://wWwaw.ashianet. erg/austin/mehdigan|/fiad. hmlZ=as

hivtp://wWww. ashanet.erg/austin/mehdigan)/visit_reports/water table  status; report.pd
f

hittp://news.bbe.co.uk/2/hi/business/4167606.stm
nbtp: /MWW businessweek.com/magazine/content/06, 0473968074 atm
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